RECOLLECTIONS  OF A PLAYER
overcoat with a bright muslin lining. However, I determined to make it what I wanted, so I took it out to my farm and spoiled its beauty with Jersey mud. Mrs. Stoddart then tackled it, lined it with some heavy old material, jagged it with her shears, and then threw it into the cellar and made a mat of it until it was required. There is no difficulty in obtaining a handsome coat, but it is difficult to get one that shall have the appearance of great wear and look old, moldy, and weather-beaten, such as was necessary for the miser Pierre Michel. "When we got through with that coat it was all I could desire, and afterward it was much extolled when I used it in the play.
I sent my costume ahead from the country to the theater the day before our opening. We had no rehearsal, so I did not go in until evening. On reaching the theater, what was my consternation to learn that my clothes had not arrived! I was almost distracted. The overture was about to be rung in, and I had nothing to wear. I went to Mr. Palmer and explained 168a clean modern 167areer draws near its
